
THE GREEN DIGITAL CHARTER BENEFITS OF NiCETHE NiCE PROJECT

The Networking intelligent Cities for Energy 
Efficiency (NiCE) project aims to promote and 
implement the Green Digital Charter.

NiCE is structured in three key areas:

1. TOOLS FOR CITIES
Developing a common implementation framework, 
tools and information resources for cities to 
analyse, exchange, compare and improve their 
performance on ICT and energy efficiency.

2. CITY SUPPORT AND ACTION
Offering support to cities through a series of 
targeted exchange and learning activities.  

3. OUTREACH AND ENGAGEMENT
Organising a series of networking and visibility 
events to increase the number of Charter 
signatories and showcase cooperation opportunities 
with relevant stakeholders. 

Special attention will be given to the development 
of EU-China partnerships and close collaboration 
with the Covenant of Mayors. We will also work 
closely with the international Smart Cities 
community.

The commitment of cities to setting targets to 

reduce their own carbon footprint and also to 

deploy five large-scale ICT pilots for cities 

before 2015 is truly inspiring.

Neelie Kroes

European Commissioner for Digital Agenda

Cities have a crucial role to play in achieving Europe-wide climate change targets in partnership with EU institutions and Member States.

Sir Richard LeeseLeader of Manchester City Council„
“

The Green Digital Charter (GDC), launched in 2009, 
offers a framework for cities to use Information and 
Communication Technologies (ICT) as the main 
driver to improve energy efficiency.

The Green Digital Charter commits signatories to:  

 exploit ICT as enabling technology for reducing
 CO2 emissions;

 demonstrate leadership in adopting innovative 
technical solutions for delivering on climate 
change commitments; and

 build partnerships between the public and 
private sectors to use ICT to significantly reduce 
energy consumption and CO2 emission.

The Charter, currently signed by over 40 major 
European cities, entails three specific commitments:

 creating a partnership of cities on ICT and 
energy efficiency;

 deploying five large-scale pilots per city;

 decreasing ICT’s direct carbon footprint per city 
by 30%.

Cities are the primary beneficiaries of the NiCE project, 
which offers:

 knowledge transfer among cities; 

 technical training & study tours;

 an implementation framework for city activities in 
ICT and energy efficiency;

 international visibility for city actions in these 
fields;

 reporting & action tools;

 an online library on GDC and funding 
opportunities;

 a GDC contact point: a central access point for 
information on the GDC;

 a dedicated web portal;

 e-updates for cities;

 support in the affiliation process for new GDC 
signatories, including the organisation of signing 
ceremonies;

 networking opportunities.
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NETWORKING INTELLIGENT CITIES 
FOR ENERGY EFFICIENCY

Follow our progress on 
www.greendigitalcharter.eu 
and sign up to the project e-updates

For more information on the Green Digital Charter 
and the NiCE project, including information on how 
to get involved in NiCE or become a GDC signatory, 
please contact:

Nikolaos Kontinakis
NiCE project coordinator
@: nikolaos.kontinakis@eurocities.eu
T: +32 2 552 08 46
Skype: nikolaoskontinakis.eurocities

www.greendigitalcharter.eu 

CONTACT
The NiCE project was launched in September 2011 

and will run until May 2014. 

NiCE is led by EUROCITIES in a consortium 
with Clicks and Links Ltd, the City of Manchester 

and the Leibniz Institute of Ecological Urban 
and Regional Development.

The NiCE project is financed by the 7th Framework Programme 
for Research and Technological Development, 

under the Information and Communication Technologies theme. 
The sole responsibility for the content of this publication lies with 

the authors. It does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the 
European Union. The European Commission is not responsible for 
any use that may be made of the information contained therein.
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