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1.
The rationale for a 

Partnership on Urbanisation
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Source: Mc Kinsey Report “Preparing for China’s Urban Billion” – March 2009

China’s Urbanization in 2025Urbanisation in China: 
A mega-trend for the decades to come
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Better City Better life: A flavour of City-related activities 
at EU Pavilion, Shanghai Expo 2010
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Converging Strategies: China’s 12th Five-Year Plan 
and Europe 2020
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2.
A Partnership endorsed 

at the highest political level
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"Leaders announced the establishment of the 
China-EU Partnership on Urbanisation, 

which aims at promoting exchanges and cooperation in a wide range of 
sustainable urban development. The two sides agreed to hold the first China- 

EU Mayors' Forum in 2012".

Premier WEN Jiabao, President Van Rompuy, President Barroso
Joint Statement of the EU-China Summit, 14 February 2012, Beijing
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Vice Premier LI Keqiang and President Barroso
Signature of the Joint Declaration on Urbanisation, 3 May 2012, Brussels
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3.
Operationalizing the Partnership: 

An Overview
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Scope for bilateral cooperation: ambitious and comprehensive
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Stakeholders: based on openness and inclusiveness

Cooperative efforts at all appropriate levels:

- Across Institutions, Ministries and Agencies at central level
=>for the EU: Commission, Council, EEAS, EU Parliament, Council of 
Regions, European Economic and Social Committee, etc)

- National, regional, local 
=> with emphasis on actions undertaken by EU Member States in the field 
of urbanisation in China

- Governments and businesses
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Coordination Mechanism: rooted in diligence and timeliness

Coordinators are appointed on both sides:

- the National Development and Reform Commission (NDRC) for China

- DG Energy of the European Commission for the EU

An EU-China Urbanisation Forum will be convened every year to 
convene all relevant Ministries

Key progress and next steps will be reported to the EU-China Summit 
(15th Summit planed for the autumn of 2012 in Brussels)
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4.
A flagship event for our cities:

The annual EU-China Mayors Forum
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An outline of the 
EU-China Mayors Forum

Co-organisers:

- the China Association of Mayors, under the guidance of MoHURD

- the EU Covenant of Mayors, under the guidance of DG Energy of the 
European Commission

Urban planners, architects, businesses will be invited to present their 
best urban solutions

The first forum will take place at the time of the next EU-China Summit 
(15th Summit planed for the autumn of 2012 in Brussels)
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Objective:
Achieving emission reductions in the following areas


 

Buildings (EE retrofitting and low-carbon standards for new 
buildings)



 

Sustainable urban mobility


 

Sustainable energy (heating and cooling networks, 
advanced electricity grids, ICT for EE)



 

Change of behaviour

Benefits:


 

Support from the EU institutions, Covenant of Mayors 
Office and Supporting Structures



 

Financial resources dedicated to Covenant cities


 

Exchange of experiences with mayors facing the same 
challenge



 

Visibility and recognition for your actions all around 
Europe 

Learn more:

http://ec.europa.eu/energy/climate_actions/mayors/doc/covenant_en.pdf

http://ec.europa.eu/energy/climate_actions/mayors/doc/covenant_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/climate_actions/mayors/doc/covenant_en.pdf
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5.
A sample of

Specific Cooperation projects
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Challenges of Social Protection in China:


 

Rapidly growing influx of new residents resulted from rural/urban migration & accelerated 
urbanisation process



 

Rapid and steady growth of ageing population (above 15% of total population by 2020)


 

Provision of an equitable social protection system to  migrants & ageing population


 

High pressure on social stability and social justice throughout the country

1- The EU-China Social Protection Reform programme

Formulation


 

EU Contribution - EUR 7 million


 

Duration – 2013 to 2017


 

Counterparts – NDRC, Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Civil Affairs & other 
stakeholders (MOHRSS, CIRC, etc)  



 

Objective – to contribute to improvement of the functioning of the social protection 
system in China



 

Focus points: policy development and implementation; financial management and 
supervision; legal framework and policy enforcement for social assistance  
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2- The EC-LINK eco-Urbanisation project



 

The specific objective: 
 assist Chinese cities in adopting energy and resource efficient ecological 

solutions by sharing with China experiences in European sustainable 
urbanisation and other relevant policies.



 

The main target groups are: 
 government decision makers and policy makers at the municipal (in 

particular Mayors), provincial  and  central levels in China (particularly the 
Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural Development and its affiliated 
institutions/associations) as well as practitioners in the domain relevant to 
the project. 

Check the preliminary information for bidding consortiums:

http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/china/documents/eu_china/sustainable_urbanisation/action_fiche_eu_china_low- 
carbon_and_environmental_sustainability_programme.pdf

http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/china/documents/eu_china/sustainable_urbanisation/action_fiche_eu_china_low-carbon_and_environmental_sustainability_programme.pdf
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/china/documents/eu_china/sustainable_urbanisation/action_fiche_eu_china_low-carbon_and_environmental_sustainability_programme.pdf
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3- The EAST Project “From pilot to sustainable towns: Satellite cities and 
metropolitan governance”

Objectives:
1. Development and promotion of integrated urban 

approach to foster sustainable development of 
New Towns and satellite cities in Asia.

2. Improvement of capacities and development of 
skills of local teams (urban planners, architects, 
investors, local authorities).

3. Implementation of networks and knowledge 
exchange.

4. Implementation of local strategies and actions for 
sustainable urban development.

5. Development of measures to combat and climate 
change.

6. Communication and visibility of the actions 
through active networking and dissemination of 
results.

In Shanghai:
Baoshan and Qingpu districts

Kicked-off in March 2011, 
48 months project, more 
than half million EUR!

http://east-project.org/

http://east-project.org/


NDRC-REGIO Training & Study Tour to Europe – Briefing Beijing 07 July 2012

Supporting Materials

6.
The contribution from Business:

Towards an EU-China “Sustainable 
Urbanisation Park” in Shenyang
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

 

Timing: Start of the project in 2012 



 

Development and Financing: fully covered by private sector (Euro Sino Invest /欧洲易赛投资)

A pilot project for an “Sino-EU Sustainable Urbanisation Park” will set up by Euro Sino Invest 

together with the Construction Working Group of the EUCCC (A Memorandum of Understanding was 

signed already).

The project  has 50% of residential and 50% of advanced businesses park.  It will be around 600,000 

sqm totally. The ABP includes Commercial, Light Industrial, and Office.

The SUP delivers three times from the sustainability and environmental friendly angles:

- During the construction phase (Design and incorporation of technologies)

- During the exploitation phase (demonstrating power over the whole lifecycle)

- Via the selection of private companies settling in the Park   

ConceptConcept
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7.
For more resources about the

EU-China Partnership on 
Urbanisation
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Link: http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/china/eu_china/sustainable_urbanisation/sustainable_urbanisation.htm

http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/china/eu_china/sustainable_urbanisation/sustainable_urbanisation.htm
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See recent events in Brussels:

EU-China Urbanisation Partnership event, 03 May 2012
http://www.friendsofeurope.org/Contentnavigation/Events/Eventsoverview/tabid/1187/Eve 
ntType/EventView/EventId/1150/EventDateID/1156/PageID/5757/EUChinaUrbanisationP 
artnership.aspx

Green China’s Cities of Tomorrow, 08 March 2012
http://www.friendsofeurope.org/Contentnavigation/Events/Eventsoverview/tabid/1187/Eve 
ntType/EventView/EventId/1117/EventDateID/1124/PageID/5601/GreeningChinascitiesof 
tomorrow.aspx

The EU was supporter of the UCI Annual Forum 2011:

http://www.urbanchinainitiative.org/events/?id=

Links to some partner organisations

http://www.friendsofeurope.org/Contentnavigation/Events/Eventsoverview/tabid/1187/EventType/EventView/EventId/1150/EventDateID/1156/PageID/5757/EUChinaUrbanisationPartnership.aspx
http://www.friendsofeurope.org/Contentnavigation/Events/Eventsoverview/tabid/1187/EventType/EventView/EventId/1150/EventDateID/1156/PageID/5757/EUChinaUrbanisationPartnership.aspx
http://www.friendsofeurope.org/Contentnavigation/Events/Eventsoverview/tabid/1187/EventType/EventView/EventId/1150/EventDateID/1156/PageID/5757/EUChinaUrbanisationPartnership.aspx
http://www.friendsofeurope.org/Contentnavigation/Events/Eventsoverview/tabid/1187/EventType/EventView/EventId/1117/EventDateID/1124/PageID/5601/GreeningChinascitiesoftomorrow.aspx
http://www.friendsofeurope.org/Contentnavigation/Events/Eventsoverview/tabid/1187/EventType/EventView/EventId/1117/EventDateID/1124/PageID/5601/GreeningChinascitiesoftomorrow.aspx
http://www.friendsofeurope.org/Contentnavigation/Events/Eventsoverview/tabid/1187/EventType/EventView/EventId/1117/EventDateID/1124/PageID/5601/GreeningChinascitiesoftomorrow.aspx
http://www.urbanchinainitiative.org/events/?id
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